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Four unique 
canals

ÅGrand Union Canal 
(Grand Junction)

ÅBuckingham Canal

ÅNewport Pagnell Canal

ÅBedford & Milton Keynes 
Waterway Park
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Across the generations

7 generations past

Χ ƴƻǿ 

Χ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ
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Packhorse Unmade road Macadamised road Canal barge

What can you carry?

Packhorse
125 kilos

Barge
35,000 
kilos

1790 - 1820

1790-1820: Transforming trade
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1790 - 1820
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Birmingham -
London

Moving away from 
the earlier route of 
the 1760s
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Birmingham -
London

Grand Junction 
Canal route
through MK area 
in 1800
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en-gb.topographic-map.com/maps/909r/Central-Milton-Keynes/

City Centre

Wolverton
Stony 
Stratford

Gt Linford

Newport Pagnell
Choosing the best route

Cosgrove

Fenny 
Stratford

Birmingham/
Braunston 

London

1790 - 1820
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Shareholders and 
engineers

1790 - 1820
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Navvies

1790 - 1820
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The three arms

1814 Newport Pagnell Canal 
started from Great Linford 

1800 work started on 
Buckingham Canal from Cosgrove

1790 - 1820 1811 plan to join the canal 
with the river in Bedford
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Grand Junction arrives 1800

1790 -1820

. . .  to use his utmost endeavours to bring 
them to Justice, and to call on the Magistracy 
and Yeomanry of this County to repress and 
punish all acts of Outrage and Violence and an 
illegal conspiracy or combination for increase 
of wages.

GJCC 5 May 1801
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1820-1850: Transforming trade

1820 - 1850
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Transforming 19th century

1820 - 1850
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1850-1910: Rail threat/Treading water

Fenny Stratford 
Gasworks

Fenny Stratford Red Lion and lock

1850 - 1910
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Hard times for barge families

1850 - 1910
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1910-1940: Wars & Works

1910 - 1940
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Wolverton in the wars

1910 - 1940
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1940-1970: National neglect

1940 - 1970
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Railway thrives, then declines

1940 - 1970
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Public interest grows in saving canals 

1940 - 1970
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1940 - 1970
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1 generation ago
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1970 - 2000



24

1970 - 2000
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Our generation

2000 - 2030
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2000 - 2030
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2000 - 2030


