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Four unique 
canals

ÅGrand Union Canal 
(Grand Junction)

ÅBuckingham Canal

ÅNewport Pagnell Canal

ÅBedford & Milton Keynes 
Waterway Park
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Across the generations

7 generations past

Χ ƴƻǿ 

Χ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ
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What can you carry?

Packhorse
125 kilos

Barge
35,000 
kilos

1790 - 1820

1790-1820: Transforming trade
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1790 - 1820
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Birmingham -
London

Moving away from 
the earlier route of 
the 1760s



7

Birmingham -
London

Grand Junction 
Canal route
through MK area 
in 1800

Milton 
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en-gb.topographic-map.com/maps/909r/Central-Milton-Keynes/

City Centre

Wolverton
Stony 
Stratford

Gt Linford

Newport Pagnell
Choosing the best route

Cosgrove

Fenny 
Stratford

Birmingham/
Braunston 

London

1790 - 1820
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Shareholders and 
engineers

1790 - 1820
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Navvies

1790 - 1820
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Grand Junction arrives 1800

1790 - 1820

On Wednesday 28 May 1800

Boats departed from Tring é and a short distance 

before they reached Fenny Stratford the Marquis of 

Buckingham, accompanied by a number of friends and 

principal proprietors, attended by the band and a party 

of the Buckinghamshire Militia, met them. 

They then went in grand procession to Fenny Stratford, 

where they were received with firing of canon 

belonging to the town and other demonstrations of joy. 

The Marquis and the proprietors retired to the Bell Inn 

to dinner.

Jacksonôs Oxford Journal, 31st May, 1800
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The three arms

1814 Newport Pagnell Canal 
started from Great Linford 

1800 work started on 
Buckingham Canal from Cosgrove

1790 - 1820 1811 plan to join the canal 
with the river in Bedford
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1820-1850: Transforming trade

1820 - 1850
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Transforming Fenny

1820 - 1850

White Hart
S Bragg Brickworks 
Timber Yard
Randalls Works
Fenny Lodge
Red Lion
Lockkeepers Cottage
Coalyard (later Gasworks)
Wharf
Gasworks
Navigation Inn
Brewery
Brickworks
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1850-1910: Rail threat/Treading water

Fenny Stratford 
Gasworks

Fenny Stratford Red Lion and lock

1850 - 1910
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Hard times for barge families

1850 - 1910
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Hard times for the canal

1850 - 1910
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1910-1940: Wars & Works

1910 - 1940
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Fenny in the wars

1910 - 1940



20

1940-1970: National neglect

1940 - 1970
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Public interest grows in saving canals 

1940 - 1970
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1940 - 1970
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1 generation ago
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1970 - 2000
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1970 - 2000
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Our generation

2000 - 2030
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2000 - 2030
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2000 - 2030
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2000 - 2030

MK Canals: 
Promoting the 
history, use and 
improvement 
of canals in and near 
Milton Keynes
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Affinity Water 
plan to use the 
Grand Union 
Canal to provide 
a sustainable 
water supply for 
the future

Future generations

2030 - 2060
2060 - 2090
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DENVER

MILTON
KEYNES

BEDFORD

NORTHAMPTON

PETERBOROUGH

ELY

CAMBRIDGE

2030 - 2060
2060 - 2090
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2030 - 2060
2060 - 2090


