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ohn Best reported to the AGM about information on the BMK Waterway Park.
the achievements of the John Bunyan The boats generate public donations and
and £lectra over the last year. remit surpluses to the Trust. As cruising has
. resumed, so have donations. We find that
cruising is good; with hospitality better;
and with activities best and that excellent
catering undoubtedly helps generosity.
Surpluses are again projected for 22/23

Our boats are animating communities.
Both boats, in different ways, engage
actively with their communities. The JB has
longstanding connections with business,
users and Bedford Borough Council.
Electra has connections through 8 parish
councils, trusts, Rotary and sponsors. MK
sponsors have allowed free cruises for
community groups (eg young and old,
refugees, foster families) to embed the
waterway as a community asset. The JB
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He began by reporting on the outstanding
performance of both boats through lock-
down. How they generated funds for their
operation, and managed through severely
reduced guest capacity, and are now
back in surplus. Neither boat needed to
request funds from the Trust to stay in the -
black, although some annual lease pay- I .
ments to the Trust were suspended. directly runs cruises for refugees, and

offers 10% charity discount. Community

partnerships at both ends will, in due
course, include the BMK route.

We remain champions of waterways for
all. Waterside partnerships will bring
communities to the water, and with part-
ners we can promote local projects like
landing stages and eco-moorings. In MK
we partner with The Parks Trust, who have
championed £lectra, and directly manage
parkland along the GU Canal. A GU Wa-
terway Park is close. Our boat enterprises
and the project team, can transform our
three waterways.

As we raise awareness, and have impact,
waterway parks will become reality, John
concluded. o

John went on to make the point that
volunteers are the lifeblood of the boat
operations, as they are for all the Trust
does. He congratulated the 120 trained
volunteers who run the two boats. And
especially the JB on winning the QAVS
(see page 1). “Today the JB, tomorrow
Electra...” he said.

Both boats are transforming the water-
space. “Wherever we cruise, we trans-
form. Whoever we cruise with is inspired.
Wherever we land, we create places”
John explained.

The boats are raising awareness and e S
funding - every boat guest is offered A community enjoying the waterside




Events Calendar 2022

23/24 July

Bedford River Festival

November

Annual Partnership Conference. To be confirmed.

Other live | events are being planned. Watch this space.

Help secure benefits for
the Waterway Park by
responding to Bedford
Local Plan 2040
consultation

Bedford Borough Council is currently
consulting on its Local Plan 2040 which
sets out policies and proposals for the
future of the Bedford area. The Waterway
Park has been included in the Local Plan
for some time but in this latest version a
new site is added which can help secure
delivery of the Waterway when the site is
developed. See Policy HOU13 on page
58 of the Plan

https://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/
OpenDocument.aspx?id=xivh8bP%
2bAJZXEaq26SnEFQ%3d%
3d&name=PLAN%20FOR%
20SUBMISSION.pdf

At the time of writing, there is a direct link
to the plan in the banner at the top of the
home page: www.bedford.gov.uk

Submissions must be made by 29th July.
No late submissions will be considered on
this occasion as time is limited to prepare
the plan.

It can help the Council ensure this policy
remains in the plan if it receives support
from people who respond to the local
plan consultation. This is what the Trust
has said in response:

The BEMK Waterway Trust welcomes the
emphasis that the draft Plan places on the
Waterway Park as a strategic greeryblue
Infrastructure project. In particular the
Trust supports Policy HOU13 Land at
Gibraltar Comer, and its reference to
provision of land to facilitate the Bedford
to Milton Keynes Waterway Park to the
east of the housing allocation.

The Trust strongly supports the inclusion of
the route of the Waterway Park in the Key
Diagram.

Your comments can be emailed to
planningforthefuture@bedford.qov.uk @
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Is published by the Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Trust.
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Proof Readers.......... Don & lill Allison
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Comments or articles for inclusion in the next
edition should be sent to:

editor@b-mkwaterway.co.uk

Adpvertising in BMK News

We welcome advertisements in BMK News
Rates are:

Whole page : £120
Back Page: £150
Half Page £80
Quarter page: £50
Eighth page: £30

Buy two, get one free! Book a place for three
consecutive editions, and only pay for the first
two. For details contact:
editor@b-mkwaterway.co.uk

Electra volunteers by the boat :

Contact Us.

For more information and to support or join

the Trust, or volunteer with one of our
boats, please see:

www.bmkwaterway.org

bmk
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A Loyal Reader Writes...

In the last edition we included a 20 year old April fool about an oil (“a sprayfold oil” -

small hint there, | think) which allegedly enabled water to flow uphill.
This prompted a reader, Peter Stephens, to draw my attention to videos by The Tim

Traveller on Youtube, specifically about the “Monster of Fonseranes”.
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Peter writes:

“You might already be aware that Richard Cooper of
MK Citizen was nearer the bone than could be
imagined — for about forty years ago the French
waterways authorities DID build two “sloping locks”
on the Canal du Midi (not so far from the Pyrenees);
as part of the standardisation to Freycinet dimen-
sions (38m length locks) where staircase locks make
simple lengthening an impossibility, and partly to
assist their growing tourist market. | recently discov-
ered a splendid five minute YouTube (found by a
search “The Tim Traveller Monster of Fonseranes”)
which shows both constructions — sadly, the newer
one at Fonseranes near Beziers was abandoned
(about the same time as MKCitizen published their
Poisson d’Avril joke), but the one at Montech near
Carcassone is still working. And what caused the
Fonserane “Monster” to fail? Too much hydraulic
fluid kept falling from the motors onto the sloping
track — should have used “sprayfold oil” for a better

|"

grip!!!

| recommend Tim’s videos to any transport nut, or those interested in quirky borders.
But, for those with less time available for this sort of thing, the concept was a barrier
which fitted tightly into the canal profile and was driven up and down hill by a vehicle
running on the banks. This pushed enough water in front of it to carry a boat up or

down the incline. Ed.
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John Best (left) and Julian Armltage at the AGM See pages 6 &4.
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